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On July 5, Ecuadorans had the opportunity to choose between two conservative candidates in a
presidential runoff election. The winner, architect Sixto Duran Ballen, is a former mayor of Quito
and three-time presidential candidate. His opponent, wealthy businessperson Jaime Nebot, is a
former state governor from Guayaquil, Ecuador's largest city. Duran will take office on Aug. 10 for
four years. Exit polls by a network of broadcasters and national newspapers gave the 70-year-old
Duran 56.4% of the votes to 43.6% for Nebot, 45. Official returns will not available for several weeks.
Exit polls have proven extremely accurate in past elections and election officials accept their results.
Turnout was estimated at over 4 million of 5.6 million registered voters. Duran and Nebot qualified
for the runoff by coming in first and second among 12 candidates in the first round of voting on
May 17. The president-elect promises to reverse President Rodrigo Borja's policies, promote free
enterprise, reduce inflation by cutting public spending, and increase farm production to reduce food
prices for the poor. Borja was prohibited by law from re-election. (Basic data from Associated Press,
Agence France-Presse, 07/05/92, 07/06/92)
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